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Recap of the previous lesson (Attaining True Greatness)
We can become truly great, in the eyes of God, by:
1) Obeying God, which at times calls for sacrifice
2) Embracing the sufferings of Christ — when they come
3) Knowing the terror of the God of judgment!

Today’s Topic: THE GOOD SHEPHERD
John 10:11-15, Ezekiel 34:7-10

1) Good shepherds heal the wounded sheep
40:5 “To be wounded in the fight is a great honor. It is by the Lord’s stripes that we are healed,
and it is through our stripes that we, too, are given the authority for healing. Once we are
healed, we are given the power to heal others in the very place where the enemy wounded us.

(6) “Healing was a basic part of the Lord’s ministry, and it is also a basic part of ours. One
reason why the Lord allows bad things to happen to His people is so they can receive
compassion for others, by which the power of healing operates. That is why the Apostle Paul
told of his beatings and stonings when his authority was questioned. Every wound and other
bad thing that happens to us can be turned into the authority to do good. Every beating that the
great apostle took resulted in salvation for others. Every wound that a warrior receives will
result in others being saved, healed, or restored.”

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Psalms 23:1-3 (Healing includes feeding)

2) Good shepherds must be willing to suffer for the wellbeing of the sheep

(8) Then the eagle continued, “There is another reason why the Lord allows us to be wounded.
There is no courage unless there is real danger. The Lord said He would go with Joshua to fight
for the Promised Land, but over and over He exhorted him to be strong and courageous. This
was because he was going to have to fight, and there would be very real danger. It is in this way
that the Lord proves those who are worthy of the promises.”

41:1 | looked at the old eagle, and for the first time | noticed the scars among his torn and
broken feathers. However, the scars were not ugly. They were lined with gold that was
somehow not metal, but rather flesh and feathers. | could see that this gold was giving off the
glory that emanated from the eagle and made his presence so awesome.

(2) “Why did | not see this before?” | inquired.



(3) “Until you have beheld and appreciated the depths of the treasures of salvation, you cannot
see the glory that comes from suffering for the sake of the gospel. Once you have seen it, you
are ready for the tests that will release the highest levels of spiritual authority into your life.
These scars are the glory that we will carry forever. This is why even the wounds our Lord
suffered are with Him in heaven. You can still see His wounds and the wounds that all of His
chosen ones have taken for His sake.

(4) “These are the medals of honor in heaven. All who carry them love God and His truth more
than their own lives. (Acts 4:19-20, 2Corinthians 13:8) These are the ones who followed the
Lamb wherever He went, willing to suffer for the sake of truth, righteousness, and the salvation
of men. True leaders of His people, who carry genuine spiritual authority, must have first proven
their devotion this way.”

(6) Then the leader (of angels following Rick Joyner) spoke: “We have witnessed many wonders
since the creation. But the voluntary suffering of men for the Lord and for their fellow men is the
greatest wonder of all. We, too, must fight and even suffer at times, but we dwell where there is
such light and glory that it is very easy to do this.

(7) “When we see men and women choose to suffer for a hope they can see only dimly in their
hearts, it causes even the greatest angels to bow their knee and gladly serve these heirs of
salvation. We marvel at the dedication of you who dwell with so little encouragement in a place
of such darkness and evil.

(8) “At first we did not understand why the Father decreed that men would have to walk by
faith, suffering great opposition while not having the benefit of beholding the reality and the
glories of the heavenly realm. But now we understand that through these sufferings He proves
their worthiness to receive the great authority that they will be given as members of His own
household.

(9) “This walk of faith is now the greatest wonder in heaven. Those who pass this test are
worthy to sit with the Lamb on His throne, for He has made them worthy and they have proven
their love.”

42:1 Then the eagle interjected, “Courage is a demonstration of faith. The Lord never promised
that His way would be easy, but He has assured us that it would be worth it. The courage of
those who fought from the level of “Salvation” moved the angels of heaven to esteem what God
has brought about in fallen men. The faithful warriors took their wounds in the terrible
onslaught, while only beholding darkness and a seeming defeat of the truth, just as our Lord did
on His cross. Nevertheless, they did not quit, and they did not retreat.”



(5) I then turned and looked at the dark and foreboding door over which was written, “The
Judgment Seat of Christ.” Just as warmth and peace had flooded my soul each time | looked at
the great treasures of salvation, fear and insecurity gripped me when | looked at this door. Now
it seemed that everything in me wanted to stay in this room, and nothing in me wanted to go
through that door.

(7) By now | had experienced enough to know that what seems right is usually the least fruitful
path and is often the road to failure. Throughout my journey, the path of greatest risk was the
path that led to the greatest reward. Even so, each time it seemed that more was at stake.
Therefore, making the choice to go higher became more difficult each time. | started to
sympathize with those who would stop at some point in their sojourn and refuse to go on, even
though | knew more than ever that this was a mistake. The only true security came from
continually moving forward into the realms that required more faith, which meant more
dependence on the Lord.

43:1 “Yes, it takes more faith to walk in the higher realms of the Spirit,” the eagle added. “The
Lord gave us the map to His kingdom when He said, ‘If you seek to save your life you will lose it,
but if you will lose your life for My sake you will find it.” These words alone can keep you on the
path to the top of the mountain and lead you to victory in the great battle ahead. They will also
help you stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

Acts 20:26-31



